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University of Victoria 

Department of Geography 

Community Mapping 

Geography 391, Summer 2017 

Course Syllabus 
 

 

Instructional Team 

Instructor   Professor Teresa Dawson, tdawson@uvic.ca, David Turpin Building (DTB) B316  

Cartographer  Ken Josephson, kjoseph@uvic.ca, Office and Lab: DTB, B209a 

Community Engaged  Rhianna Nagel, sosccel@uvic.ca 

Learning Coordinator 

         

Class time Mondays & Tuesdays: 12:00 noon ï 2:30 PM in Clearihue (CLE) A314 (near the Library) 

(except where indicated)           

Office Hours        Wednesdays 10:30 - 12 noon and by appointment. All in my office (DTB B316).  

Lab Work times The CM Lab facilities will be available to you at other times (normal office hours) to work 

on your projects. At other times it is worth checking with Ken to make sure it is open.  

 

Communication and contacts  

 Course information, tips, reminders, and all notices: There is a CourseSpaces site for this course 

called 201705 GEOG 391 A02 (31156)ðplease go here first and please visit often. This is where we 

will put anything we think might help you.  Please check your preferred email address is correct so you 

do not miss anything.  

 Emailing 

mailto:tdawson@uvic.ca
mailto:kjoseph@uvic.ca
mailto:tdawson@uvic.ca
mailto:tdawson@uvic.ca
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create can help support advocacy for resistance and changeðliterally changing the story by changing the map. 

In this course we will look at the theory and practice of community based mapping. We will explore how 

community based mapping can facilitate dialogue and collaborative partnering, thus leading to knowledge co-

creation, planning, citizen empowerment and engagement, building consensus, more informed policy making 

and ultimately social justice.   

 

This course is designed to be action-oriented and experientialðit is for activists as well as those who want to 

gain skills in a very different area from traditional map making. It is designed to help us think critically about 

facts and fictions and about whose stories have power and why it matters.  We will all have the opportunity to 

gain practical experience undertaking a group project based on participation in a community mapping 

initiative. 

 

Note: Making the best of community opportunities to learn often requires flexibility and creativity. We will 

try to explore opportunities as they arise and encourage everyone else to do the same.  

 

Learning Goals and Outcomes for this course 
 

 Understand basic principles, theories, motivations and ethics of community based research and 

mapping, and its potential role in, and power for, community advocacy and the promotion of social 

justice and resistance. 

 Gain insights into the political, economic, socio-cultural, and environmental dimensions of mapping, 

including historical and contemporary questions of power and privilege as well as issues of identity 

and intersectionality. 
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COURSE COMPONENTS 
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GRADE ALLOCATION  

         Marks    Important Dates/deadlines 

Participation    10%   As applicable (each class) 

Journaling reflections   15%   Journal check-in May 23rd for feedback to improve your 

learning; final journal due June 20th 

Midterm     15%   May 30th in-class 

Community mapping project 30%   Background research and plan development 

    Facilitation of knowledge gathering process 

    Knowledge creation and representation 

    Directly applicable outcome  

Class conference    10%   Team Presentation, June 26th in-class (location: TBA) 

Final Exam     20%   June 27th (in-class) 

    TOTAL 100% 

 

Please note:  

 All students are required to bring their UVic Photo ID with them and place it on the desk in front of 
them when taking an exam.  

 You must take both exams (midterm and final), submit all assignments and fully contribute to 

your team to pass the course     
  

Rules regarding late course components: 

In order to be fair to students who meet the deadlines, if you submit an assignment/course component late you 

will lose marks in the following way. The late penalty is 20% per day.  All assignments must be submitted but 

after one week you will receive no grade. Again, to be fair to everyone, exceptions will only be granted for 

medical reasons (requiring a written report from a medical practitioner stating the reason for your inability to 

attend class a maximum of one week later). 

 

Making sure you retain your academic integrity in this course 

According to the University of Victoriaôs Calendar “Academic integrity requires commitment to the values of 

honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. It is expected that students, faculty members and staff at the 

University of Victoria, as members of an intellectual community, will adhere to these ethical values in all 

activities related to learning, teaching, research and service. Therefore any action that you take that 

contravenes this standard, including misrepresentation, falsification or deception, undermines the intention 

and worth of your scholarly work and violates the fundamental academic rights of members of our 

community.ò In plain language, usually problems arise if you try to submit work that you did not create, if you 

copy someone elseôs answers or if you use someone elseôs words without using quotation marks and giving 

proper credit to the person who wrote them. If you are not sure what all this means for you there is more 

information and lots of help at the Library. 
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Undergraduate Grading Standards 

Passing 

Grades 

Description 

A+  

A 

A- 

http://ltc.uvic.ca/servicesprograms/twc.php
http://www.uvic.ca/coopandcareer/
http://geography.uvic.ca/
http://www.geog.uvic.ca/moodle/
mailto:philw@geog.uvic.ca
http://www.uvic.ca/library/
http://www.uvic.ca/library/research/tips/index.php
http://www.stas.uvic.ca/osd

